


• Go Super Wide!! 

• 11-24mm is good, 14-18mm sweet spot 

• Grand landscapes have two big "tricks" to suck viewers in 

• They make you feel like you're standing in the scene yourself 

• They punch you in the eyes with what's called a "visual anchor" 

• Both of these tricks can only be accomplished with a wide/ultra 
wide lens 

Wide angles bring foreground right up to the feet of the photog, 
creates connection 

Wide angles exaggerate things close to lens, giving visual anchor 
IMPACT





• Wide angles exaggerate things close to lens, giving 
visual anchor IMPACT 

• Examples: 















• When choosing focal length consider the relative importance of 
your foreground and background elements.  

• In the physical world your foreground and background 
elements don’t change size... A 3 foot wide rock is always 
going to be a 3 foot wide rock. And a 10,000 foot tall 
mountain is always going to be a 10,000 foot tall mountain.  

• Depending on the focal length you choose and exactly where 
you stand it you can make one or the other appear to be 
larger or smaller.  

• In other words you can use your lens choice to make your 
foreground or your background appear more prominent 
based on what’s most interesting to you as the photographer. 
Part of the process of telling the story that you want to tell 
about a landscape.



• To make your foreground element appear more prominent 
then you need to get closer to it and use a wider lens.  

• To make your background element more prominent then 
you need to take a couple steps away from your 
foreground and zoom in a little bit. 

To exaggerate the foreground: get closer and go wider 

To emphasize the background, step back and zoom in 







• Why is this important? 

• One characteristic of wide angle lenses is that they 
tend to diminish the background (example: NZ) 

• If you really like background but it's too small in 
your frame.  

• Step back and zoom in 

• Careful, you can go too far









• You should use the wide or ultra wide lens when 
photographing grand landscapes 

• Create this wonderful sense of connection and 
immediacy for your viewers.  

• Be thinking of the story that you want to tell and 
how your focal length and the distance that you 
stand from your foreground object can 
exaggerate the foreground or the background 
element to tell a slightly different story according 
to what’s important.


